
Purchasing the Textbook and Access codes 
 
This is an online class with required textbook and online content.  Part of the online content is 
available only with a Pearson custom access code. These materials should be available at most 
local bookstores. You have 3 purchase options—whichever one you choose, the first quiz is 
based on content from the textbook and lecture and will occur in the 2nd week of classes.  You 
are responsible for this content, NO EXCEPTIONS. 
 
Purchase Options 

• Purchase the package which includes a hard copy of the textbook + required online 
access code (0558071880).  

o Your book will be wrapped with the access code information included.   
o It requires purchase of a NEW copy of the textbook. 
o This option is the most expensive. (Cost will be > $100).  Also, prices may vary by 

bookstore.  If one bookstore runs out of copies of the text and code, you may 
have to pay more at another bookstore.  When bookstores run out of copies, it 
takes a few weeks for additional orders to arrive.  Keep this in mind before 
placing a pre-paid order given that students will need to have the book and code 
no later than the beginning of the 2nd week of classes. 

 
• Purchase just the online access code by itself (0558082246). The access code includes an 

e-book which is identical to the hard copy.  
o Bookstores will also have copies of a small packet that provides an access code 

and instructions. 
o Sometimes the bookstores run out of these. Again, when bookstores run out of 

copies, it takes a few weeks for additional orders to arrive.  Keep this in mind 
before placing a pre-paid order given that students will need to have the book 
and code no later than the beginning of the 2nd week of classes. 
 

• You can also purchase access to the online materials through the course website on E-
Learning under the START HERE link. 

o This is the easiest method for purchasing the ACCESS code. 
o Cost is about $67. 

 
Things to consider: 

• If you purchase the ACCESS without a hardcopy of the textbook, you will have online 
access to the book in online format.  It is exactly the same as the hard copy.  

o However, the online book is “stored” or “accessed” from the Pearson website.  
Students have reported that the online book was slow to load or unavailable at 
times.  If Pearson has problems with their website, the course instructor and 
teaching assistants have no control over this, students must contact the Pearson 
helpdesk. 



o For the most part, students seemed to be happy with the online access to the 
textbook and materials. 

• The Berk, Lifespan book is about to be issued in a new edition.  This may influence its 
value for resale.  If you prefer having a hardcopy of the textbook, you may want to shop 
for used copies of the 4th Edition of this text from other sources.  You will still need to 
purchase the ACCESS code.  Thus your total cost will be:  cost of used textbook + cost of 
ACCESS code.  This may or may not be less expensive than the option for text/ACCESS 
code purchase listed above. 

 
 


